Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.067; wR factor = 0.182; data-to-parameter ratio = 7.6.
The title compound, C 14 H 5 F 6 NO 3 , was synthesized by condensation of tetrafluorophthalic anhydride and 2,4-difluoroaniline. It was then recrystallized from hexane to give a nonmerohedral twin with two crystallographically unique molecules in the asymmetric unit. The refined twin fraction is 0.460 (3). Torsional differences between the aryl rings and the central amide group account for the presence of two unique molecules. The compound packs as double tapes formed by O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions between each unique molecule and its symmetry equivalents.
Related literature
For the synthesis of a related structure, see: Collin et al. (2001) . For antitumor effects of thalidomide analogs, see: Ng et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). morphologies have the same unit cell parameters and data were collected on a prism crystal. Although the crystal was reasonably large the diffraction was phenomenally weak. With 60 second exposures using Cu radiation data could only be observed up to a resolution of 1 Å; the dataset was truncated at this resolution. The diffraction pattern is a non-merohedral twin with a refined twin fraction ration of 0.460 (3). A room temperature redetermination of the unit cell, using a fresh crystal, showed that twinning was still present and does not result from flash-cooling to 100 K.
The structure features two crystallographically independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. The structural discussion is 
Compound (I) was synthesized by coupling tetraflurophthalic anhydride (1 g, 4.54 mmol) and 2,4-difluoroaniline (0.59 g, 4.54 mmol) using 4-dimethylaminopyridine (56 mg, 0.454 mmol) as the catalyst and dry dichloromethane (10 ml) as the solvent. The mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 72 h. After evaporation of the solvent, the reaction mixture was partitioned between ethyl acetate and 2 N HCl. The aqueous phase was then extracted twice more with ethyl acetate.
The combined extracts were evaporated to a solid in vacuo. The solid was treated with diethyl ether at room temperature and the undissolved residue was discarded. The remaining solution was evaporated to give a white powder, which was recrystallized from hexane. Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I) with displacment ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. 
